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From Pratham Sevak
Prof Sunil K Choudhary, Director

We are happy to release the fourth quarterly issue of
Sanchayan covering three-month activities and events
of the Centre from August to October 2023. The cur-
rent issue of Sanchayan strengthens the academic jour-
ney of the Centre by covering significant events and
cultural exchange programs that took place during the
quarter.

The mid-2023 witnessed India’s gaining eminence at
the global level in terms of G20 Presidency. During the
past three months, the Centre undertook many activi-
ties, events and programs with the help of'its fellows
and faculty, students and scholars, social activists and
social scientists who have now become the inalienable
parts of the CGS Parivar. This quarter also witnessed
a broad collaboration between the Centre and the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India on a com-
mon platform of Social Science Colloquium with a fo-
cus on Philosophy of Gita.

The Centre’s motto of Aiming High, Touching Sky
has become our cardinal goal that has steered our aca-
demic journey towards new global horizons.

CGS: Faculty, Functioning and Fellow Meetings
In continuation with our academic endeavours, the CGS

Parivar throughout the previous quarter (from May to
July 2023) has performed extensive field research for

the Samiksha series covering the electoral survey of
Karnataka. Our fellows and researchers also organized
various programmes and activities at the Centre in ad-
dition to their respective institutions during the quarter
from August to October 2023.

Sanchayan, the quarterly newsletter of the Centre cov-
ering activities every three months gives a glimpse of
the academic endeavours of the Centre. The regular
research publications of the Centre - GlobalLense and
Sanshleshan are reflection of the researcher’s voice
to analyse and deliberate the new global realities. The
Centre espoused to continuous desire to work on dif-
ferent areas of social science research with a focus on
working on new programs, projects, and publications.

Major Activities and Achievements

The Centre succeeded in organizing many academic
activities from August-October 2023 including Collo-
quium, lectures, talks, and discussions.

Two-Day Social Science Colloquium: ‘Philosophy
of Gita’

In association with the Ministry of Culture, Govern-
ment of India, the Centre organized a Two-Day Social
Science Colloquium titled, ‘Philosophy of Gita: Les-
sons for the Youth’ under the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
[AKAM] program during 13-14 August 2023.

The Two-Day Colloquium sought to transmit the phi-
losophy of Gita amongst the youth by galvanizing their
energies and streamlining their role for New India of
the 21st Century. The Colloquium aimed at encapsu-
lating the ideas on The Art of Karma, The Art of
Dharma, Statecraft, and leadership Techniques and
Countering the Misinterpretations of Gita by engaging
renowned social scientists, activists, academicians,
politicians, and civil servants nationwide. The Social
Science Colloquium has also provided a platform to
the central
and state uni-
versities in
Indiainterms
of presenta-
tion and dis-




semination of the Indian knowledge system premised
on ancient scriptures and literature.

The program started with a warm welcome address
by Prof Sunil K Choudhary, Director, Centre for Glo-
bal Studies, University of Delhi. Highlighting three de-
cades journey of the Centre, he threw light upon its
unparalleled way of functioning in teaching and learn-
ing, publication and administration and discipline and
governance. The biggest strength of the Centre is that
it has acquired the status of a Parivar developing in-
ter-personal relationships with all sections of the soci-

ety. He mentioned that this colloquium is the first-ever :

upon the ethos of Gita in academic life of the scholars
and students.
The author of the book, Prof Sunil K Choudhary

program on the significance of the philosophy of Gita =~
that has been organized in the discipline of Political Sci-
ence.
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Prof SanJeeV Kumar Sharma, Formerly Vice Chan-
cellor, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Motihari,
Bihar graced the occasion being Guest of Honor. He
appreciated and congratulated the untiring efforts of
Director of the Centre, Prof Sunil K Choudhary for
organizing a colloquium on ‘Philosophy of Gita’.

Book Release Function: India@75: A Changing
Electoral Democracy

The valedictory session of the colloquium began with
the book release of Acharya Sunil K Choudhary, Di-
rector of Centre for Global Studies, University of Delhi.
The book titled; India@75: A Changing Electoral
Democracy was released in the presence of renowned
Chief Guests and Guest of Honours. The session was
graced by Shri Alok Kumar, Working President,

Vishwa Hindu Parishad, New Delhi who envisioned

addressed the audience with the underlining features
of the book which seeks to present a trajectory land-
scape of new trends and transformation seen in the
changing nature of India’s electoral democracy in 75
years of its evolution. The book has thoroughly de-
coded the nature of 17 Lok Sabha and 403 State As-
sembly elections held in post-independence India. In
this context, Prof Choudhary has unfolded the signifi-
cant characteristics of the different chapters which
emphasize upon the new conceptualizations ranging
from identifying new typologies of the voters to cat-
egorizing their orientation of voting. The book appears
to be a torch-bearer to the readers seeking understand-
ing of India’s electoral democracy from the 1950s till
the contemporary times.

CGS Webinar: ‘Israel War’

The Centre has been organizing lectures on the current
issues of global polity to all its stakeholders from stu-
dents to scholars, fellows to faculty, academicians to
common audience. Israel's War with Hamas was one
of the key issues of this quarter. To give an overview of
the causes and consequences of the war, the Centre
organized a
Webinar on
‘Israel's War
with Hamas:
Implications for ,
Israel and the
Middle East’ on == W <

Sunday, 15 October 2023. The lecture was dehvered




by arenowned research scholar, Dr Arik Rudnitzky,
from the Moshe Dayan Centre for Middle Eastern and
African Studies, Tel Aviv University, Israel.

CGS Global Connectivity: Delegation and Visi-
tors

Delegation from Kazakhstan

The Centre also got an opportumty to welcome a
delegation from e
Kazakhstan in
October 2023.
Kazakhstan as a
Central Asian
country repre- |
sents its cultural traditions Wthh are very similar with
the Indian cultural ethos. The Fellows had an academic
parley with the delegates highlighting the convergence
of the two nations in both academic and cultural do-
mains.

Visitor from Japan

The esteemed fellows and scholars of the Centre were
delighted to have a political representative of Japan,
Nakagawa Kozi. The visit of the Japanese scholar was
enriching and enlightening in terms of sharing inter-gov-
ernment
relations
between
the coun-
tries. The
discus-
sion high-
lighted
the changing nature of electoral politics in Japan from a
broader perspective and the impact of India on the
democratic politics of Japan. Dr Kozi presented the
Japanese souvenir to the Director, Prof Sunil K
Choudhary whereas the book, India@75 was also
gifted to the Japanese fellow by the Director.

Centre in the News

The Centre grabbed the attention of the media during

the Two-Day Social Science Colloquium on the Phi-

losophy of aﬂaT ¥ wefar o1 gara?r & fore JAer |
Gita: Les- “E gy ¢
sons for 2
the Youth. L,
The book :
release " I
function of < [
Acharya mmm«‘ ﬁ
Sunil K htpiiapepeciokatyacom’ —
Choudhary == -owmickessyacon
figured prominently in some of the Hindi dailies.
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Fellow Interactions and Academic Achievements

Our Fellows and researchers apart from contributing
to research dynamics and activities at the Centre, are
also engaged in aggregating their academic pursuits.
Dr Malvika Singh was selected as a regular faculty in
the Department of Political Science, Daulat Ram Col-
lege, University of Delhi.

The Road Ahead

The Centre during the quarter has submitted its pro-
posal of introducing PhD Program in ten different
streams like Indian Knowledge System, Psephological
Studies, Climate Change, Diplomacy and Diaspora
Studies, etc. in addition to launching three Certificate
Courses subject to the approval by the competent au-
thority of the University. Also, the Centre began work-
ing on the flagship project of its 11th Samiksha elec-
tion survey series to be executed across five different
poll-bound states during November 2023, viz.,
Mizoram, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Telangana.
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